THE COLOR WHEEL

Supplies:
In Supply Closet Area
Print of Color Wheel
Red, Yellow and Blue Biopaint Putty
Color wheel template (1 per child)
Wipes (1 per child)
Mats for desks (1 per child)
Camera (if you want to take pictures and post on bulletin board in hallway)
Clear plastic sandwich bags (1 per child)

Optional items to bring from home
Thumb drive with PowerPoint or send to teacher via e-mail
Cookie sheets/trays to distribute putty to students

Sample step by step instructions (feel free to do what you feel comfortable with):
1. Before the lesson, divide the Biopaint Putty into equal portions for all students in the class. Each child will need one portion of red, blue and yellow putty.  The yellow putty portions will be larger, as red and blue are dominant colors and tend to overpower yellow when mixed.

PASS OUT COLOR WHEEL MATS AND CLEAR PLASTIC BAGS.  ASK STUDENTS TO TAKE OUT A SHARPIE TO WRITE THEIR NAMES ON THEIR BAGS.

2. Introduce yourself and explain that you will be the art docent and what that means.
3. Show the PowerPoint about the artist.  (Optional) 
· Ask students if they know what the Primary Colors are on the Color Wheel
· Ask if they know the Secondary Colors
· Ask about Tertiary Colors (most will not know this)

4. Show students the Biopaint Putty and explain that they will be making their own color wheels with the putty.  Explain that they must keep each color separate from each other so they don’t mix.  They will be mixing the colors a little bit at a time to make each color on the color wheel.
EXPLAIN THAT THIS PUTTY WILL STAIN CLOTHES AND CARPET.  HAVE STUDENTS WRITE “PUTTY WILL STAIN.  KEEP OFF CARPET” ON THEIR BAGGIES ALONG WITH THEIR NAMES WHILE YOU (AND/OR HELPERS) PASS OUT THE PUTTY.

5. Pass out Biopaint Putty. Explain how to organize their putty using the color wheel mats on their desks.

6.  As a whole class, have the students divide each color into 3 separate blobs on their color wheel mats.  They will have 3 red, 3 yellow and 3 blue blobs in a circle.  (Have students try to make the blobs equal in size).  Remind them that their yellow blobs will bigger
7. Have students mix 1 red and yellow blob together, 1 yellow and blue blob together and 1 blue and red blob together to make the secondary colors.  There should be one red, yellow and blue blob remaining.  Students could start mixing a smaller amount at a time to see effects and add more yellow as needed. (SEE POWERPOINT FOR VISUAL). 


8. For older grades, or if students want a challenge, make tertiary colors by mixing small amounts of adjacent colors. (SEE POWERPOINT)

7. Students may now work independently as you move around the room giving help where needed.  

8. If students want, they can mix all the colors at the end and see what happens.  They should get brown.

[bookmark: _GoBack]9. Have students put putty in their labeled sandwich bags to take home.

10. Reflect on Learning:  Ask:  What did you learn from this project?  What was fun?  What was hard?  Can anyone give me an example of a primary color?  A secondary color?
Challenge Questions:  “What does tertiary mean?” “Who invented the color wheel?” or “In what year was the color wheel invented?”

10. Return supplies to the art closet.

11.  If you take pictures, you could display them in the hallway with a sample of the color wheel and a title. Ask teacher where you could display artwork. You could use the dye cutter in the office to cut out letters for a title or print out one of your own.







